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A City-County Council committee Monday signed off on an amended

budget proposal for IndyGo that officials said would avert bus-service

cuts next year.

IndyGo submitted a $56.9 million operating budget for 2012 that

would have left $6.4 million in unfunded expenses. The culprits: rising

employee health care and fuel costs, and falling property taxes.

As amended Monday by the council's Municipal Corporations

Committee, the IndyGo budget is now $56.3 million, reflecting further

belt-tightening. IndyGo will submit an operating shortfall appeal to the

state to request $3.8 million more in property-tax revenues. That's less

than IndyGo initially wanted, but enough to

maintain current service levels.

An analysis provided by Jim Steele, the

council's chief financial officer, shows that

lower tax levies elsewhere in the city budget

will more than offset IndyGo's request for an

increased tax levy.

The committee also endorsed the Indianapolis

Public Library's $39.8 million proposed

operating budget, which would restore recent

cutbacks in hours at 10 branches. The full

council will vote on all city and county budgets

Monday.
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IndyGo budget tweaked to maintain service
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